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offence against logic, and lays one open to the condemnation
of examiners and precisians. But the point we wish to make
is that in a very large class of sentences the injury to meaning
is so infinitesimal, and the benefit to sound so considerable,
that we do well to offend. The class is so large that only one
example need be given:
But with their triumph over the revolt, Cranmer and his colleagues
advanced yet more boldly.—j. R. green.
The adverbial phrase is with their triumph over the revolt.
But does not belong to it, but to the whole sentence. The
writer has no defence whatever as against the logician; never-
theless, his reader will be grateful to him. The familiar in-
trusion of a comma after initial And and For where there is
no intervening clause to justify it, of which we gave examples
when we spoke of overstepping, comes probably by false
analogy from the unpleasant pause that rigid punctuation
has made common in sentences of this type.
Laxity once introduced, however, has to be carefully kept
within bounds. It may be first laid down absolutely that
when an adverbial clause is to be stopped, but incompletely
stopped, the omitted stop must always be the one at the
beginning, and never the one at the end. Transgression of
this is quite intolerable; we shall give several instances at the
end of the section to impress the fact. But it is also true that
even the omission of the beginning comma looks more and
more slovenly the further we get from the type of our above
cited sentence. The quotations immediately following are
arranged from the less to the more slovenly.
His health gave way, and at the age of fifty-six, he died prematurely
in harness at Quetta.—Times.
If mankind was in the condition of believing nothing, and without a
bias in any particular direction, was merely on the look-out for some
legitimate creed, it would not, I conceive, be possible . . ..—balfour.
The party then, consisted of a man and his wife, of his mother-in-
law and his sister.—F. m. crawford.
These men in their honorary capacity, already have sufficient work
to perform.—Guernsey Evening Press.

